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Seven myths of the men from the Ministry 

IN THEIR attempts to thwart the efforts of the Arctic veterans the civil servants in the Ministry of Defence have come up with a whole series of claims. 
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The Ministry of Defence



Here The News lists the Ministry of Defence’s excuse list – and rebuts each one. 

THEY SAY: Veterans of the Arctic campaign were awarded the Atlantic Star, according to letters issued by civil servant Richard Coney and his boss, minister Ivor Caplin. The military initiatives in the Arctic and Atlantic were also considered to be part of the same sea campaign by the government’s Honours and Decoration Committee in 1946. 

  The truth: The Atlantic Star had a qualification period of six months continuous service at sea, unique in the second world war because all other campaign medals were for just one day’s service. 
This meant only six of the 670 ships in the Arctic were there for a long enough stint for the crew to receive the Atlantic Star. It means that service in the Arctic is all but excluded from the Atlantic Star qualification by default. 
Also the Atlantic was a separate campaign to the Arctic so the two should not lumped together. A campaign is defined by its aims. 
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The Atlantic Star



The Atlantic Campaign was to keep Britain fighting on the Western Front and stave off starvation here. The Arctic Campaign was part of the Eastern Front efforts to supply and support Russia. 
The conditions endured in each were also very different due to the harsh Arctic conditions. 


THEY SAY: Civil servants Coney and Sinfield have said King George VI decreed no more second world war medals should be awarded. 
They were repeating a principle that medals for a past conflict cannot be considered more than five years after it was first looked at. The Arctic Star was first considered in 1944 and hence it cannot be looked at again. 

  The truth: This so-called binding rule has no formal place in law, it is merely the guiding principle of the Honours and Decorations Committee which decides whether new medals should be recommended to the Queen or not. 
It could be over-ruled if a minister was willing to intervene and request the committee to make the appropriate recommendation. 
One of the basic principles of the British unwritten constitution is that no rule or law can be made by a monarch or parliament that cannot be changed in the future. 

Claim 3: According to Coney, Sinfield and minister Caplin, the Arctic Campaign was properly considered in 1944 and 1946 by the Honours and Decorations Committee in a ‘scrupulously fair manner.’ They claim the Committee in fact highlighted the Arctic campaign for special consideration but decided it could be covered by the award of the Atlantic Star. 

  The truth: If it was considered properly then the men on the Honours and Decorations Committee would have realised that service in the Arctic was all but excluded from the Atlantic Star qualifications. 
A record of the discussions does not exist – only a line saying the Arctic Campaign was discussed. 
Many suspect that the Arctic was properly considered and intentionally marginalised because it was clear from 1944 onwards that the USSR would be the big enemy after Nazi Germany was defeated. 



Claim 4: The events of the second world war happened too long ago to look at awarding a new medal, according to Defence Secretary Geoof Hoon. He seemed to imply too much time had elasped to make a case for a new award. 

  The truth: While there are Arctic veterans still alive to be honoured it is not too late. There are estimated to be at least 2,000 veterans still alive. 
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Queen Victoria honoured sailors who fought Napoleon



In 1853 Queen Victoria awarded a Royal Navy Napoleonic Campaign Medal 38 years after Napoleon was finally defeated at Waterloo. 
The sailors had not received a medal before. Given the fact that life expectancy is now much longer than it was in 1853, awarding an Arctic Star 59 years on is not too late. 



Claim 5: A new Arctic medal would cost the tax payer £14m, according to minister Ivor Caplin having taken advice from civil servants. The News understands that, in an era of military cutbacks – and costly global conflict – defence ministers believe they could not justify this expenditure. 

  The truth: The MoD based this cost on a figure of 95,000 Royal Navy Arctic veterans - a figure that in reality was closer to 50,000. 
Jeremy Tenniswood, a medal reproduction expert from Colchester, produces exact replicas with almost identical materials for £7. He says that another £2,000 would be needed to design and create a new Arctic Star. But he says that these costs would be swallowed up in the production of thousands of medals and that ordering in bulk would also bring down the cost. 
Based on a high estimate of administrative costs for two years of around £250,000 and £7 each for 50,000 medals, the real cost would be £600,000. 



Claim 6: According to minister Caplin, the Arctic veterans who did not receive the Atlantic Star were awarded the 1939 to 1945 War Medal and this was adequate compensation. This medal was intended to ensure those who did not qualify for campaign medals because of their short length of service or were in theatres of conflict outside the defined campaigns, would receive proper recognition. 
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Ivor Caplin


  The truth: This was an astonishing late tactic by the MoD first put forward in March as the Last Chance for Justice Campaign was gaining momentum across the country. 
The suggestion that the War Medal was awarded as a substitute was laughed at by veterans who knew it was a ‘hooray’ medal awarded to everyone to celebrate victory. 
Campaign medals specifically acknowledge a particular campaign and marks its place in history. 


Claim 7: Current veterans’ minister Ivor Caplin claims his predecessor Dr Lewis Moonie never said the failure to recognise the Arctic medal was unfair. 
Mr Caplin says Dr Moonie merely said that he could understand why veterans thought it was unfair. 

  The truth: This is a classic rewriting of history. Mr Caplin was not at the meeting between Dr Moonie, campaign leaders Cdr Eddie Grenfell and Lt Cdr Dick Dykes and The News on March 24 2003. 
Under specific questioning Dr Moonie actually said: ‘With hindsight it was not necessarily fair.’ 
Amazingly this did not stop him from continuing to refuse to ask for a new Arctic medal. 
Mr Caplin obtained his account of the meeting from the two senior civil servants John Sinfield and Richard Coney who were present.

